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INDTA Church of South India Marks Tenth Anniversary 


(lladras) ~ A special service was held in St. George's Cathedral in Madras to mark 
the tenth anniversary of the Church of South India, The service duplicated the 

one held in the same cathedral on September 27, 1947, when the new church, the 
first to result from a union of episcopal and non-episcopal bodies, was officially 
begun. 


Speakers included Bishop David Chellapa of Madras, who said: "This is a 
famous date in the history of India, and it is also a famous date in Christian 
history. This union was an event of national significance because a free, united 
nation presupposed a free, united church, As in the state there was a welcome 
merger of ‘British! India with ‘Indian states', so in the church there was a 
dying of old groups so that there might be a living of the new group." 


Bishop Chellapa pointed out that the church is free but not yet self-support- 
ing, because it is still necessary to depend on overseas help to run the church's 
hospitals, orphanages and other humanitarian institutions, "It would be easy by a 
stroke of the pen", he said, "to abolish these humanitarian and philanthropic 
institutions and forbid the entry of those devoted men and women... who cross the 
seas to engage in these works of mercy for which we cannot yet, either in church 
or in state, find adequate national personnel or resources. 


"But the loss would be ours. It is well to remember that the majority of the 
beneficiaries are non-Christians. All these institutions are more than 'proselytis- 
ing! agencies. They are the expression of the Christian spirit, the outflow of 
Christian compassion. We in India are free, but not independent in the sense of 
being self-sufficient, and it is the path of wisdom not to spurn help that is 
offered from an altruistic motive." 


The Church of South India has more than a million adherents, the bishop said, 
and about one thousand clergymen, most of them Indians, There are fourteen dioceses 
and half of the bishops are Indians. 
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Other speakers at the anniversary service included Bishop H. Sumitra, modera~ 
tor of the church, and Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, deputy moderator, 
HePee, Geneva 


INDIA Christians Urged to Be Patient Over Burning of Mission 


ee ee 


(New Delhi) ~ Indian Christians have been urged to have "patience, hope and 
humility" and "not to get agitated" over the recent anti-missionary demonstration 
in Raipur when a Hindu mob burned an American Protestant mission centre (see EPS 
No. 35). The plea was made by the executive committee of the National blissionary 
Society of India, an interdenominational group, which urged Christians to "do 
everything peacefully and lawfully". 


Following the meeting, committee members met with Prime Minister Jawaharial 


Nehru to discuss church matters, Methodist Bishop S.K. Mondol of Hyderabad told 
hir, Nehru that Christians would "forgive those who wronged them at Raipur. 


During the forty-minute meeting, Mr. Nehru commented that since independence, 
many forces, "gcod and bad", had been let loose in the country. Since independence, 
he said, the number of foreign missionaries sent to India by "regular! churches 
has decreased, while those sent by "irregular" churches had increased. 


The Prime Minister told the churchmen that Indians in the north have the 
impression that the British brought Christianity to India, Actually, he said, it 
was brought to the country in the first century. "Christianity is thus a religion 


of India", he added. HeP.Se, Geneva 
KOREA Presbyterian Church in Korea Backs world Council 


(Pusan) - The forty-second General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Korea 
unanimously approved a report expressing continued support and confidence in the 
world Council of Churches, At the same time, the Assembly said it opposed those 
in the ecumenical movement who are working towards "uniting all denominations 
and forming one single Church", 


"There are two trends of thought among Christians who are promoting the 
ecumenical movement", the Assembly said. "Those who work towards... one single 
Church and... those who work towards the object of cooperation among the churches 
in friendship and service. In regard to the ecumenical movement as concerned 
with friendship and cooperation, in the past as in the present we have been and 
are taking part and we shall continue to take part. But in regard to the ecumeni- 
cal movement which aims at one single Church, we definitely oppose it," 


The church is a member of the vorld Council of Churches, &eP.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Council Commends Eisenhower's School Stand 


(New York) - President Eisenhower's action to uphold Federal law in the integra- 
tion crisis in little Rock, Arkansas, has been commended by the General Board 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The 250-member policy-making board, meeting this month in New York, approved 
a telegram sent to President Hisenhower on October 1 by NCC President Eugene 
Carson Blake, The wire, without mentioning Little Rock, commended the President's 
steps in “upholding the decisions of the federal courts" and cited the need to 
preserve law and order, 
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The board also reiterated the NCC!s opposition to racial segregation and 
expressed its thanks that persons "impelled by the mandate of the Gospel of 
Christ are standing for justice along with reconciliation', 


Harlier, leaders of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United 
Presbyterian Church addressed a letter to ministers, members and fellow Chris- 
tians in the Little Rock area, pledging support "as you continue your witness 
for Jesus Christ". The message said that when Little Rock churchmen "recently 
brought Christians of both races together to share their faith and wisdom, when 
you went to the scene of violence and stood with those who were the object of 
hatred, when you spoke out clearly and boldly for the right, you were acting 
out the Gospel of Reconciliation," 


Leaders of Methodist women in Little Rock received a telegram from the 
executive committee of the Woman's Division of Christian Service of the hiethodist 
Church, meeting in New York. The telegram asked the Little fock Methodist women 
to continue efforts "to create a climate where all people will be free and equal 
and where none will suffer rejection", 


A number of little Rock pastors have led their congregations in prayer for 
peaceful integration, while fifteen members of the session of Westover Hills 
Presbyterian church ran an advertisement in the Arkansas Gazette, calling upon 
church and civic organisations to "give urgent consideration to the threat to 
the peace of this community" resulting from the school integration controversy. 
The advertisement was in the form of a "Prayer for Christian Action", 


In Washington, D.C., the Rev. Clarence Jordan, director of the interracial 
Koinonia farm at Americus, Georgia, said that church members who criticise racial 
violence but give silent consent to the intense prejudice which lies at the root 
of it are more to be feared in the South's present crisis than violent, law- 
defying mobs, Addressing religious leaders at a day-long forum on race relations, 
wr. Jordan said he would rather face "the frantic, childish mob, even with their 
shotguns and buggy whips, than the silent, insidious mob of good church people 
who give assent to boycott and subtle psychological warfare, I say to the Chris- 
tian clergy of America in this hour of turmoil, either stand up and be counted 


or sit down and be counted." E.PeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Church Again Actively Opposing Youth Dedications 


The German evangelical churches have come out strongly against a wave of 
propaganda in Hast Germany (DUR) aimed at recruiting youth throughout the country 
for the annual "youth dedication" ceremonies arranged by the Communist govern- 
ment, 


The state-sponsored ceremonies are held every spring at the same time as 
confirmation. This year's preparation has been ushered in by a speech from Hast 
German vice-president Walter Ulbricht, indicating that all boys and girls leav- 
ing school are expected to participate "irrespective of their parents! views and 
of the ideology in which they have been brought up". Accompanying publicity has 
emphasised that the ceremony tries only to strengthen the "social consciousness" 
of young people and is therefore compatible with church confirmation vows, but 
this-:year, in opening the youth dedication drive for 1958 at the end of September, 
vice-president Ulbricht sharply attacked the Church, "Are young people trained to 
think freely and independently", he asked, "when their confirmation classes force 
them to believe that they were created by supernatural beings?" 
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On previous occasions Herr Ulbricht had given assurances that "people with 
religious susceptibilities" would not be hurt. This year, however, he went on to 
Say that "scientific explanation and the discoveries of great research workers 
and scientists must not be smothered under a lot of old-fashioned cant". 


The churches have been opposed to the dedication ceremonies from their in- 
ception. They say they are rocted in free thought, definitely secular and usually 
dialectical materialist in outlook. Church ordinances bar children who have 
taken part in the ceremonies from being confirmed. 


This year, asaresult of discussion in their regular meeting in Berlin at 
the beginning of October, the official conference of regional evangelical churches 
in Kast Germany decided to take action against vice-president Ulbricht's speech 
Similar discussions at the council meeting of the Evangelical Church of the Union 
(EKU), also held in Berlin in October, confirmed the stand against the dedica- 
tions taken in previous years. 


Leaders of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (VELKD), which 
includes the Saxon, Thuringian and Mecklenburg churches from the East, met at 
Hanover on October 4 and noted "with deep concern" that the Ulbricht speech had 
created a new situation for the East German churches, They said it meant that 
"the struggle against the Christian faith among youth is proclaimed as a concern 
of the state", Declaring that "the Church has no objection to a youth dedication 
for those who want to take it", they described "the proposed intervention of the 
state in compelling children to attend the youth dedication" as "infringing the 
freedom of faith and conscience guaranteed by the constitution of the German 


Democratic Republic". B.P.o., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Sixth Bossey Graduate School Opens 


Forty students from fifteen nations and nine denominations are participat— 
ing in the sixth Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, which opened on October 
2 at the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, just outside 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


This year's session will focus attention on the responsible use of power 
and authority and on the missionary task of the Church, A special study will be 
made of the beliefs and practices of the Baptist denomination and the meaning 
of baptism for the unity of the Church. 


Students enrolled in the school represent Presbyterian and Reformed, Anglican, 
Disciples, Orthodox, lutheran, Congregational, the Evangelische Gemeinschaft and 
United churches. Nine of the students come from the United States, four from 
Holland and four from Great Britain. Other countries represented are Germany, 
Australia, Canada, Greece, Korea, Brazil, Ethiopia, Formosa, France, Ghana, Ice- 
land, India and Finland. 


The students, joined by world Council staff members and University of Gere va 
officials, gathered in Bossey's small stone chapel for the opening worship ser- 
vice and heard a sermon by Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
JorlLd Council of Churches. He told the students that "our search for unity is 
not in vain" because the "oneness of the Church is so obviously testified to in 
the New Testament for all who believe in Jesus Christ", But he warned the students 
that their differences would have to be faced, and "at times it will not be 
easy e). - HeP.Se, Geneva 
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INDIA Bishop of Madras Speaks on Missions and the Church 


A call for a new unity, a new evangelistic approach and a new laity has been 
made by the Bishop of Madras, the Rt. Rev. D. Chellapa, writing in the "British 
Weekly", 


Looking at the fact that the "Foreign Missionary Era! has gone, Bishop 
Chellapa points out that this post-mission stage is a transitory one, "a stage 
always attended with irritation and even losses... There is at present no cut 
and dried answer," 


In ecumenical gatherings, Bishop Chellapa says, the "younger churches are 
sometimes "found fault with for desiring unity for pragmatic reasons, I am un- 
repentant in my desire for the unity of Christians in India for such reasons ~ 
among others! ...Jt is well to bear in mind that the Christian community in India 
is comparable rather to the Church of the New Testament, in its pagan pre-Chris~- 
tian setting, than to the Reformation churches of the west in their Christian: 
or post-Christian setting. It is monstrous that foreign funds and foreign per- 


sonnel should be employed in bolstering up and even in strengthening the innumerable — 


divisions in the Christian body, when the leaders of the nation are pleading for 
national unity, Missionaries who cannot transcend national and denominational 
barriers and confessional imperialisms are a menace to Christian and to national 
unity alike," 


At the same time, Bishop Chellapa points out, the church needs a new evan~ 
gelistic approach because we have "too long taken the line of least resistance 
and concentrated on the untouchables, and, while reaping a rich and satisfying 
harvest among them, we have tended to neglect the middle, not to say. the upper 
classes, and the intellectuals in general." 


The church in India is handicapped by its professionalism and by its slavish 
reproduction of an ecclesiastical set-up evolved against a different and eco- 
nomically more prosperous background, the bishop says, stressing the fact that 
“what we need today is not more ministers, but good laymen, where they are, doing 
Godts work... by the earnest application of Christian standards to their day-to-~ 
day work," 


Bishop Chellapa lists the qualifications of a missionary in India today — 
ecumenism, discipline, self-effacement, the spirit of adventure ~- and asks if this 
means that the missionary is an anachronism. "Far from it", he answers. In some 
respects the missionary situation is even more hopeful today, he says, because 
Christianity "is no longer identified with the ruling race or with the state or 
with wWestem culture and civilisation, In one sense, the non-national is more 
truly freed than the national! Christianity can now be heard on its own merits," 

ibeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY October 27 Is Kirchentag Sunday 


Kirchentag meetings in Germany this year will end in Berlin on October 27, 
when three thousand delegates from Western and Easter Germany will report on. 
the summer's Kirchentag work in their own provincial churches, Theme of the 
reports is "The Lordship of God in a Divided Jorld", October 27 has been designat~ 
ed as Kirchentag Sumday, 1957, and special closing services will be held in 
several churches in East and West Berlin on the subject, "God is Our Lord and 
Man Is Our Brother", On the same day, all Protestant churches in Eastern and 
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western Germany will be holding services centring around the theme of this year's 
Kirchentag, "The Lord He Is God!, | 


No large Kirchentags were held, as in former years, but during summer and 
autumn about 30 smaller Kirchentags have been held throughout Germany on a 
provincial or local scale. Meeting places have included Hamburg, Braunschweig, 
Cleve, Erfurt, Leipzig, Ulm and Saarbriicken, Originally the Kirchentag was 
scheduled to be held in Thuringia but was cancelled because of political circun- 
stances (see EPS No. 17). 


The largest of the regional Kirchentags was at Essen, in the Ruhr, The dis- 
cussions were attended by 30,000 people, divided into four study groups. Despite. 
the wind and rain the closing meeting was attended by 60,000 people and heard 
an address by Pastor Bengt-Thure Molander, executive secretary of the Youth De- 
partment of the World Council of Churches, 


One morning discussions were arranged in the secondary schools of Essen, 
where school boys and girls talked with churchmen under the heading "Youth Asks -_ 
the Church Answers". In the study group entitled "Child without Childhood", the 
problem of the working mothers, which is particularly acute in the Ruhr district, 
was discussed. One conclusion: "In 50 years' time industry will have given up 
employing mothers, just as a hundred years ago it had to give up employing 
children whose work was at that time considered absolutely indispensable," 

BePeoeo, Geneva 


Anniversary of Telephone Ministries in Europe 


(Berlin) - Hardly had the new phone ministry become known, before despairing 
people began ringing up, to get a word of human understanding". That is how Dr. 
Klaus Thomas, a pastor in Berlin, describes the opening of the Telephone 
Ministry in Berlin just one year ago (see EPS No. 3). "The office in a small 
private flat has been replaced by premises in the busy centre of Berlin... The 
concern to save people from taking the ultimate step in despair has developed 
into trained, active counsel which is very often successful in the innumerable 
troubles and difficulties which beset people, especially in cities... family 
conflicts, difficulties in obtaining jobs and accommodation, or permits to live 
Maaccity Pull-of refugees..." . 


The phone number of Saint Luke's Society, which looks after people who are 
in despair, is dialled by about 30 people a day. The centre has given advice 
and practical help in over 2,000 cases. 300 sick people have received medical 
attention, and answers have been written to 750 letters received from all over 
West Germany. 


Pastor Heimer Virkhunen reports on a similar ministry in Helsinki, After a 
short while he had to engage twelve assistants, in order to deal with all the 
phone calls he received. The questions people raise are not always religious; 
most of them are personal or financial. | 

Telephone ministries of this kind now exist in many cities in America and 
Europe besides Helsinki and Berlin, for instance in Copenhagen and Stockholm, 

A similar service will shortly be started in Zurich by the city mission, 


In the USA, Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell,of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, records a daily message, which is played automatically to inquirers who 
dial a special number. HePeSe, Geneva 
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LEBANON Near Hast Sunday School Curriculum Conference 


ee 


Seventeen delegates from six nations of the Near Hast met near Beirut, 
Lebanon, in a Curriculum Conference and workshop, from August 19 to September 4, 
to make plans for Arabic and Armenian Evangelical Sunday school materials, They 
completed a syllabus of three-year, undated, cycle-graded lessons. These will be 
for beginners, primary, junior and intermediate departments of the Sunday schools 
of the Middle Hast. The conference was sponsored by the world Ccuncil of Chris- 
tian #ducation and Sunday School Association. 


Editor of the new curriculum will be the Rev, Dr. Fahim Boutros Al-Akhadary, 
of Aswan, Egypt. He will work closely with an eleven-member editorial board re- 
presentative of churches and countries of the region, and also for the two Sunday 
school organisations serving there, The delegates to the conference were confimm- 
ed by their own synods or churches after appointment by the EKgypt~Sudan School 
Union or the Bible Lands Union for Christian Education. 


First lessons are to go into use in January, 1960. Teachers! manuals and 
pupils! books are projected. These will go to local churches six months in 
advance of time of use. 


There will be a guide book for teachers, a song book for children, visual 
aids and possible courses in theological seminaries of Cairo and Deirut on the 
new lessons, Main office for production and distribution of these materials will 
be the Ezbekiah Mission Building in Cairo. HePeSe, Geneva 
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Dr, Stewart Herman of New York, director of the lutheran orld Federation's 
Committee on Latin America, is the new president of the Conference of Non-Govern- 
mental Organisations Interested in Migration. Dr, Herman, who will serve until 
1959, succeeds James J. Norris, president of the International Catholic Migration 
Commission, 


Janos Horvath, head of the Hungarian State Office of Church Affairs, has in- 
formed Bishop Fuglsang—Damgaard (Primate of Denmark) that he has passed on the 
protest of the Danish bishops and pastors against the infliction of the death 
penalty on the Hungarian Reformed pastor Lajos Gulyas to the "competent authorities" 
(see EPS No. 36), llr. Horvath did not express his own opinion on the matter, 


At its last meeting the Council of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) 
and the leaders of the United Evangelical Iutheran Church of Germany (VELKD) dis- 
cussed efforts for church unity in Europe. The VELKD welcomed suggestions for co- 
operation between the Council of the EKD and the Jorld Council of Churches in 
arranging closer contact between the churches of HKurope. 


a 


v2 


se 
> 


Pastor Kieseritzky, executive secretary of the Mission to German Seamen in 
Hamburg-Altona, has protested against the plan of a Munich film company to make 
a film about the recent sinking of the German barque "Pamir. He wrote to the 
film company that "the death of SO sailors and cabin-boys is not a suitable motive 


for making a film". 
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According to a report in "Baltic Letters'', the Lutheran Church of St. Peter 
is the only Protestant church still being used in the university town of Dorpat 
(Tartu). However, the paper said, the church of St. John is being restored. The 
former University Church, the report said, has been turned into a reading room 
for the university, the Church of St. Paul is being used for storage and the Church 
of Mary has been made into a gymnasium. The Baptist fellowship and the Evangelical 
Christians are reported to have their own church in Dorpat. 


% % 


In Konigsberg, the historic East Prussian city now administered by Soviet 
Russia, there are no churches in which wership services are being held. The 
churches which were not destroyed during world War II are now being used as 
“houses of culture", granaries or sheds for storing agricultural machinery. 
Russian Orthodox who want to attend services have to travel to Kaunas, where two 
Russian churches are open. 


* % 


Canon Tissington Tatlow, 81, died on October 3 in London. Canon Tatlow was 
the co-founder ard historian of the British Student Christian Movement and was 
its general secretary for nearly thirty years. He also founded the Anglican Fellow- 
ship in 1912 and the Institute of Christian Education in 1936, Canon Tatlow was 
active.in ecumenical affairs, For many years the European treasurer of the Faith 
and Order Commission, he later wrote the chapter on "The world Conference on Faith 
and Order" in "A History of the Ecumenical Movement", 
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A book van has been proposed as the best way to circulate books through the 
vast area of Basutoland in Northern Rhodesia, where there are at present only two 
small stores where Africans can buy books. Just back from a tour of the area, 
which stretches along the Upper Zambesi, the Rev. Merfyn Temple, secretary of the 
United Society for Christian Literature in Norther Rhodesia, says there is a 
ereat eagerness to buy books when they are brought into the local communities. 

HePseSe, Gere va 


Correction 
EPS Noe. 33, page 3: 


The name of the monk who recently visited Paris and reported on the Rumanian 
Church is not Olivier Clément. Mr. Clément wrote the article in the French 
weekly"Réforme". 


